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7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ                       
 
 

 
4ÈÅ /ÒÄÅÒ ÏÆ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÉÓ ÐÒÉÎÔÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÕÌÌÅÔÉÎȢ   
 

,!2'% 02).4 6%23)/.3 ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÌÌÅÔÉÎ ÁÒÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÕÓÈÅÒÓȢ 
 

/ÕÒ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÏÎ 0ÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ - #ÒÏÓÓ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÂÌÉÃÁÌ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ 
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÏÎ ɉ4ÈÉÓ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÃÌÏÓÅȾÃÌÏÓÅÄ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÏÎ ÂÙ ÓÏÍÅȢɊ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ Á 
ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÁÔ #ÒÏÓÓ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ÏÒ ÁÔ ÏÔÈÅÒ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎ %ÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÃÁÌ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ 3ÙÎÏÄ ɉ7%,3Ɋ ÏÒ 
%ÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÃÁÌ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ 3ÙÎÏÄ ɉ%,3Ɋ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ×Å ËÉÎÄÌÙ ÁÓË ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÓÐÅÁË ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÒ 
ÐÁÓÔÏÒ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÎÇȢ 7Å ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÇÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÏË 
ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÓÐÅÁËÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕȦ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ υÓÔȟ χÒÄȟ ÁÎÄ ωÔÈ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÏÆ ÅÁÃÈ 
ÍÏÎÔÈȢ  
 

'ÕÅÓÔ - ×Å ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÖÉÔÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÓÉÇÎ ÏÕÒ ÇÕÅÓÔ ÂÏÏË ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÔÒÉÕÍ ÏÒ ÆÉÌÌ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 
ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓÈÉÐ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÅ×Ȣ 
 

0ÁÒÅÎÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎɀ×Å ÅÎÊÏÙ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÉÎ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐȦ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÖÅ 
ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȟ ×Å ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÕÒÓÅÒÙ ÁÒÅÁ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÂÂÙȢ )Æ ÎÕÒÓÉÎÇȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ 
ÆÅÅÌ ÆÒÅÅ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÒÏÏÍ ςρσ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÆÏÒÔȢ 
 

2ÅÓÔÒÏÏÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÁÎÇÉÎÇ ÔÁÂÌÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÕÐÓÔÁÉÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÏ×ÎÓÔÁÉÒÓȟ ÐÁÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÌÅÖÁÔÏÒÓȢ 

 

3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÂÅÇÉÎÓ ÁÔ ωȡρυÁÍȢ  
           

4ÅÅÎ "ÉÂÌÅ 3ÔÕÄÙ ÓÔÁÒÔÓ ÁÔ ωȡςπÁÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 9ÏÕÔÈ 2ÏÏÍ ΠςρπȢ 
 
!ÄÕÌÔ "ÉÂÌÅ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓ ÂÅÇÉÎ ÁÔ ωȡςπÁÍȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 'ÙÍȢ 
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Order of Service for  

THE SEASON OF ADVENT 

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  

M: When God created the world, he made the crown of his creationðthe human raceðin 

his image. Perfect people lived in a perfect world in a perfect relationship with God. 

C: But mankind rebelled against God, bringing sin into the world and death to all. 

God declared the wages of sin to be death. We too are guilty, and we confess our 

sinful thoughts, words, and actions. 

M: However, Godðwho is Loveðdid not want to be separated from his children forever. 

He promised a Savior who would bear the punishment for sin, defeat the devil, and 

break the bonds of death. Genesis 1:26; Romans 6:23 

ALL: 
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M: When the time had fully come, God sent his Son. Jesus, our Savior, has paid the ransom 

for your debt; your sins are forgiven. In view of Godôs mercy, today we light the joy 

candle. Though we have not seen Jesus, we love him; and even though we do not see 

him now, we believe in him. 

C: And we are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for we are receiving the 

end result of our faith, the salvation of our souls.   Galatians 4:4,5; 1 Peter 1:8,9 

ALL: 

M: In the joy of God we go to the worldðto our friends, relatives, acquaintances and 

neighbors. We regard no one from a worldly point of view. If anyone is in Christ, the 

new creation has come. All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 

Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. 

C: God has committed to us the ministry of reconciliation. We are therefore Christôs 

ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. Jesus, who had 

no sin, became sin for us; in him we have become the righteousness of God.          
2 Corinthians 5:19-21  

ALL: 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

M: Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty de-

liverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

FIRST LESSON Zephaniah 3:14-17  

14 Sing, O Daughter of Zion;  

shout aloud, O Israel! 

Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,  

O Daughter of Jerusalem! 
15 The LORD has taken away your punishment,  

he has turned back your enemy. 

The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you;  

never again will you fear any harm. 
16 On that day they will say to Jerusalem,  

"Do not fear, O Zion; 

do not let your hands hang limp. 
17 The LORD your God is with you,  

he is mighty to save. 

He will take great delight in you,  

he will quiet you with his love, 

he will rejoice over you with singing."  

The LORD has taken away the punishment for our sins. Therefore, the  
prophet tells us that when we see Christ, our joy will be completeê 

and also that the LORD will find joy in us.  

 

 

 The Word    
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 130 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;* 

O Lord, hear my voice. 

Let your ears be attentive* 

to my cry for mercy. 

If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins,* 

O Lord, who could stand? 

But with you there is forgiveness;* 

therefore you are feared. 

Refrain 

I wait for the LORD and in his Word I put my hope.* 

My soul waits for the Lord more than 

watchmen wait for the morning. 

O Israel, put your hope in the LORD,* 

for with the LORD is unfailing love 

and with him is full redemption. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain  



7 

SECOND LESSON Philippians 4:4-7  

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 
5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do 

not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 

and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 

God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus.  

Because our sins have been forgiven, Christ is always near us. We have  
the peace of knowing we will live forever with him. Therefore, we can live  

joyfully instead of anxiously, no matter our earthly circumstances.   

CHOIR òEmmanuel (O Come, O Come, Emmanuel)ó 

Words and Music by Michael W. Smith    
and Jason Mason Neale 

GOSPEL Luke 3:7-18  

Repentance is actually a joyful activity. While we are contrite about sin,  
we rejoice that we have a Savior whose life, death, and resurrection  

mean that we will escape sinõs punishment. We joyfully turn to him in  
faith. And in gratitude, we joyfully produce fruits of repentance.  

7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, 

"You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming 

wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not 

begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I 

tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for 

Abraham. 9 The axe is already at the root of the trees, and every tree 

that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into 

the fire." 
10 "What should we do then?" the crowd asked. 
11 John answered, "The man with two tunics should share with 

him who has none, and the one who has food should do the same." 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (CW #7) 

M:  This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 

SERMON 

12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized. "Teacher," they 

asked, "what should we do?" 
13 "Don't collect any more than you are required to," he told 

them.  
14 Then some soldiers asked him, "And what should we do?" 

He replied, "Don't extort money and don't accuse people 

falselyðbe content with your pay." 
15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering 

in their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ. 16 John 

answered them all, "I baptize you with water. But one more 

powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not 

worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with 

fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing 

floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the 

chaff with unquenchable fire." 18 And with many other words John 

exhorted the people and preached the good news to them.  

Luke 3:7-18  

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  God from God, Light from Light, true God   
            from true God,  begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.   Through  
            him all things were made.    



9 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  was incarnate of the 

Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.   For our sake he 

was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.   On 

the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.   He ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He shall come again 

in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the Lord, and giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 

in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church.   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   We look 

for the resurrection of the body and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

OFFERING 

0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÔÁËÅ Á ÍÏÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÓÉÇÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓÈÉÐ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÅ× ÁÎÄ ÐÁÓÓ ÉÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÏÓÅ 
×ÏÒÓÈÉÐÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕȢ 'ÕÅÓÔÓȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ ÏÒ ÅÍÁÉÌ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓȢ  
 
-ÏÖÅÄ ÂÙ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ×Å ÏÆÆÅÒ ÈÉÍ ÏÕÒ УÉÒÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÓÔ ÇÉÆÔÓȟ ÐÕÒÅÌÙ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÈÉÍȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ 
ÈÁÖÅ Á ÓÍÁÒÔÐÈÏÎÅȟ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÄÏ×ÎÌÏÁÄ 'ÉÖÅϽ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÆÏÒ ÆÒÅÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ !ÐÐ 3ÔÏÒÅ ÏÒ 'ÏÏÇÌÅ0ÌÁÙȢ 
3ÉÍÐÌÙ ÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÆÏÒ ȰÇÉÖÅ ÐÌÕÓ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȱ ÔÏ ÑÕÉÃËÌÙ УÉÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÁÐÐȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÐÒÅÆÅÒȟ ÆÅÅÌ 
ÆÒÅÅ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÏÕÒ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ ÃÒÏÓÓÏÆÃÈÒÉÓÔȢÕÓȢ 9ÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÁÌÓÏ ÕÓÅ ÏÕÒ  ÓÅÃÕÒÅ 4ÅØÔ ÔÏ 'ÉÖÅ 
ÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÂÙ ÔÅØÔÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÁÍÏÕÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÆÕÎÄ ÔÏ ϋϊχ-ϋτχ-φωωφȢ  
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Prayers and petitions are offered on behalf of the Church, nation, and world. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 Silent prayer 
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LORDõS PRAYER 

M: We pray in your name, Lord, and as you taught: 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

 The Sacrament    

PREFACE 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose 

way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as 

the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  Therefore, with all the saints on 

earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, ñTake and eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.ò 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, ñDrink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.ò  

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 


